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Journey to 

the 

Rainforest 

Spring 1 
 

English 

We will be using the text  

‘Journey to the River Sea’ to  

write a persuasive letter.  

We will then begin studying 

‘Journey to Jo’Berg’ to help with 

our biographical writing.  

Maths 

When we have completed 

fractions, we will learn to multiply 

numbers up to four digits by a 1- 

or 2-digit number using a formal 

written method and divide up to 

four digits by a 1-digit number 

using the formal written  

method of short division. We will 

also learn how to multiply proper 

fractions.  
 

 Science 

Fossils, geological time and 

classification 

We will continue to learn about 

living things that inhabited the 

Earth millions of years ago and 

describe how plants and animals 

are classified based on specific 

characteristics. 

Geography 

We will begin by identifying  

Brazil on a variety of maps and  

using these to describe its physical 

and geographical features. We will 

also use a variety of sources to 

identify what daily life is like in this 

part of the world.  

 

 

  

Art 

 

We will be studying the sculptures 

created by artist Gustavo Ramirez 

Cruz. Then we will create our own 

sculptures in his style based on 

rainforest animals. 

 

 

 

Music–  

Three little birds 

We will learn about features 

of a globally famous music 

genre through listening to 

classic tracks, singing the 

song, and adding instrumental 

riffs and a percussion backing 

to create a full class 

performance. 

 

PSHE   

We will be learning about 

healthy diets and life style 

choice. Then we will be looking 

at changes to our bodies during 

puberty. 

There will be a parent info 

meeting on 8th of January in 5B 

straight after school. 

RE 

We will describe how  

belonging can be applied in 

our own and others’ lives and be 

able to describe what it means to 

belong to something. We will also 

describe how belonging is 

important to Muslims. 

 

Computing  

We will begin by learning  

how to use Book Creator. Using this 

programme, we will create 

presentations linked to our 

Geography topic on the Amazon 

rainforest.   

PE – Outdoor-Adventure 

Activities 

By taking part in outdoor and 

adventurous activity 

challenges, both individually 

and in a team, we will develop 

our ability to collaborate and 

communicate with our peers. 

WELLIES OR WATERPROOF 

BOOTS NEEDED. 

 

French - The Tearoom 

 

We will be learning the 

vocabulary needed to ask for 

food and drink when visiting a 

French Tearoom.  

 PE – Fitness 

By facing different challenges in 

a circuit, we will push ourselves 

to improve our performance. 

Overtime, I will aim to beat my 

personal best at each station 

whilst concentrating on 

improving my coordination. 

 

 

 

 



How you can help your child at home… 
Below are some suggested activities you may like to try at home with your child.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 How to be a reader…. 

Daily reading is an important part of 

children’s lives as it enriches their 

vocabulary and understanding. 

Ask them questions about the book, 

characters or information they are reading. 

We hope you are all enjoying the books 

available on the Sora app. 

 How to be a mathematician… 

Reinforce your child’s measuring skills 

by involving them in weighing of 

ingredients, measuring of lengths when 

making things and sharing amounts 

equally into fractions. 

 How to be a writer… 

Encourage your child to write about anything that 

inspires them at home, as this reinforces the 

fluency, vocabulary and sentence types taught at 

school. 

e.g. A story about the rainforest 

A diary about a trip somewhere 

A letter to a relative or friend 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Journey to the 

Rainforest 

Spring 2 

 

 

English 

 

We will finish our work on ‘Journey to 

Jo’burg’. Then we will be studying the 

poem ‘Highway man’ in order to 

develop our poetry skills and use the 

text as a stimulus for our own 

narrative..  

  

 

Maths 
We will be learning to order, 

compare and round decimals up 

to 2 decimal places and 

equivalent fractions, decimals 

and percentages. We will also be 

learning to calculate the area and 

perimeter of rectilinear shapes 

and to draw and interpret line 

graphs. 

 

 

Geography 

We will be continuing our  

learning based on Brazil, but move 

more to focus on the Rainforest. We 

will consider what the important 

aspects of a rainforest are, as well as 

the human impact upon this area of 

the country. 

 

 

PE – Athletics 

 

We will continue to develop our 

basic athletic skills to enable us to 

participate in a variety of athletic 

disciplines.  

 

 

PE – Gymnastics 

 

We are fortunate enough to 

have a gymnastics coach, who 

will continue to develop the 

children’s gymnastics abilities. 

  

 

PSHE  

–Family Relationships 

We will be looking at features 

of family life and identifying 

the different qualities of family 

relationships. We will look at 

how families can support each 

other and describe positive 

aspects of belonging to a 

family. 

 

DT 

Based on ‘Journey to the river 

sea’ we will be using our sewing 

and designing skills to create a 

costume for a production of the 

book. 

 

 RE 

 We will begin by exploring  

the meaning of resurrection and 

the story of the empty cross and 

the meaning of this to Christians at 

Easter time. We will also discuss 

why resurrection is important to 

Christians.  

 

Computing 

 

We will be looking at how computer 

networks work before developing 

our programming skills in order to 

create a Crumble project involving 

LEDs. 

Music- Songwriting 

The children will listen to and 

appraise songs, identifying their 

structure and use of metaphors. 

They will  improvise and compose 

with sound, exploring pitch and 

rhythm to create a strong hook. 

 

Science 
Making New Substances 

      We will learn that dissolving, 

mixing and changes of state are 

reversible changes. We will also 

learn to explain that some changes 

result in the formation of new 

materials, and 

       that this kind of change is not 

usually reversible. 

 
   
    
 

 

French 

 

We will learn to 

communicate about pets. 

Then moving to tell what the 

weather is like in French.  

 



How you can help your child at home… 
Below are some suggested activities you may like to try at home with your child.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 How to be a reader… 

Continue to encourage your child to read a 

range of genres. Ask children to find 

evidence in the text to support their ideas 

e.g. Jane is a talented girl because it says she 

can play the violin and ride horses.  

How to be a mathematician… 

Ask your child to teach you what they have been learning 

in their Maths lesson using a BIT sentence. This will help 

them with the explaining and reasoning skills.  

e.g. Because 1cm = 10mm I know 34.7cm is 347mm 

therefore Tom is wrong. 

How to be a geographer… 
 

Explore the world through Google maps by 

discussing places they have been to both in the UK 

and abroad and use geographical vocabulary to talk 

about those places e.g. 

It is in the southern hemisphere or near the 

equator. It borders France or is a coastal country.   



Key Dates for this term 

Thursday 8th January 2026  

Puberty information meeting for parents in 5B straight after school 
 

Homework 

In Year 5 we expect the children to complete the following homework: 
English: 3 different games on EdShed on 3 different days of the week 
Maths: 3 days of playing games on TT Rockstars for 10-15 mins each session 
Reading: Share a book/magazine/newspaper/poem as often as possible. Discussions around your child's reading are really 
valuable. In addition, your child has access to the SoraApp, that has a wealth of books and audio books on line. 
Also, they will receive a reading or maths task on paper, which needs to be completed and handed in by Friday 
 
 We will reward your child for completing the homework on Fridays: 
1 house token for completed EdShed 
1 house token for completed TT Rockstars 
1 house token for completed homework on paper 
AND 1 house token for completing all three AND 15 mins extra break on Fridays! 

 

 


