
Key Stage 1 Geography Knowledge and skills progression.  
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 Have used maps and images to have basic locational 
knowledge about individual places and environments, 
especially in the local area, but also in the UK and 
wider world. 
 

Have simple locational knowledge about individual places and 
environments, especially in the local area, but also in the UK and 
wider world. 
 
 

  
Ask and answer geographical questions (such as: What is this place like? What or who 
will I see in this place? What do people do in this place?) 
Identify the key features of a location in order to say whether it is a city, town, village, 
coastal or rural area. Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries 
and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 
Name and locate the world’s continents and oceans.  
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 Show simple understanding by describing the places 
and features they study using some geographical 
vocabulary, identifying some similarities and 
differences and simple patterns in the environment. 

Show understanding by describing the places and features they 
study using simple geographical vocabulary, identifying some 
similarities and differences and simple patterns in the environment. 

 Identify land use around the school. 
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of 
hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
Poles. 
Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human 
and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom and of a contrasting 
non-European country.  
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 Be able to investigate places and environments with 
adult modelling by asking and answering basic 
questions, making simple observations and using 
sources such as simple maps, atlases, globes, images 
and aerial photos. 

Be able to investigate places and environments by asking and 
answering questions, making observations and using sources such as 
simple maps, atlases, globes, images and aerial photos. 

  Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
key physical features, including: beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation and weather.  
key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office and shop 
Use simple grid references (A1, B2). 
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  Can make basic observations 
about the environment they 
are in. 
Can draw a basic sketch 
showing some key features of 

Can make simple observations.  
Can use a photo, video or audio taken by an adult as 
evidence of what they have seen. 
Can draw a simple sketch map showing key features of 
the school, its grounds and surrounding environments.  

Can make detailed observations.  
Can use a camera, video or audio to gather evidence of what they 
have seen. 
Can draw a sketch map with labels showing key features of the 
school, its grounds and surrounding environments.  
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the environment they are in or 
know. 
Can measure using simple 
words or simple recording. 
Can work in a group to ask and 
answer questions. 

Can work in a group with an adult to ask questions 
about the school, its grounds and surrounding 
environment. 
Can measure using simple words and frequency 
recording. 
Can reach a simple conclusion to the fieldwork question 
or prediction.  

Can ask trusted and familiar adults questions about the school, its 
grounds and surrounding environment. 
Can measure using a guided tally and standard units such as minutes 
and metres. 
Can present findings simply using maps or graphs. 
Can reach a simply described conclusion to the fieldwork question or 
prediction. 
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 Can recognise a globe and a 
map of the world. 
Can use basic directional 
language – up, down, under, 
around. 
Can draw a simple map using 
imagination or knowledge of a 
specific place eg bedroom or 
playground. 
Can ask and answer questions 
about places, features and 
environments.  

Can use picture maps and globes. 
Can use simple directional language- near, far, left, right 
to describe the location of features and routes on a 
map. 
Can use plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human/physical features. 
Can draw basic maps and create own symbols. 
Can ask questions about specific places and 
environments. 
 

Can use a simple atlas. 
Can use the four point compass directions- N,S,E,W to describe the 
location of features on a map. 
Can use aerial photos to recognise landmarks and basic 
human/physical features. 
Can draw a simple map and use agreed realistic (OS) map symbols to 
make a simple key.  
Can ask a series of questions about places and environments. 
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